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Nonprofit group in

By Jennifer
Shapilro-Sacks
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

His organization feeds
about 1,400 homeless paople
eachweek,bm:comeAugust,
it could be in danger
closing.

Love Thy Nelghbor Fund,
a Fort Lauderdale-based
nonprofit dedicated to pro-
viding food, fraining, coun-
seling and.a future to the
homeless, was started 20

. vears ago by Arnoid Abbott
inmemory ofhis wife.
“Emergency focd and shel-
ter programs are the.only
fimds we receive, and this
yeay, we were not funded,”
Abbott said. “We got some
money in because we had a
fundraiser, so we have funds
through Angust, and then we
would have to close down.”
In addition, the organiza-
tion has gradugted more
“than 400 from its Culinary
Training Skills Program, a
_nine-week course offered in
conjunction with McFatter
““Pachnical Center in Davie.
" “Tm very, very pleased.
There are lots of success
stories — people working in
hotels and restaurants in the
area,” Abbottsaid.
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mewdes a Christmas party
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There are about 50 volun-
feers helping Love Thy

i\ Neighbor, including Dr
James Lang, an ophthal-
mologist at Holy Cross Hos-
*pital who helps with the
weekly feedings and helps fit
the homeless with donated
;" Lang, who's been Abbott’s

doctor for 10 vears, said he'’s
“inspired” by Abbott. About
siz months ago, he started
bringing his two high school-

- aged children with him to

feed the homeless and dis-
tributeglasses. .

“T've been so blessed and
‘have so many privileges, and
just to be able to give those
back fo the commumity is

- veryrewarding,” Lang said.

Lang recently performed
surgery for a homeless man,
“Tony” Wayne Petrucelli,
who had been legally blind
for nine years due to cata-
racts. Holy Cross donated its
services and facilities, and
Lang performed the entire
procedure, which restored
Petrucelli's sight, free of
charge.

If the organization closed,
lLang said it would be a
“great loss for the communi-
ty, especially because not

langer of closing

Dr. James
Lang has -
been active
with the Love
‘Thy Neighbor
Fund and
recently
performed a
. surgery, free
% of charge, -
% which re-
stored a
man’s eve-
sight.
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only does he provide well-
balanced, nulritious meals
twice a week, but he helps
move people from being iso-
latedon thestresttofindinga
job.- There are people who
Arnold has trained who
come back and voluntesr;
that would be the biggest
].DSSa”

Abbott is looking for dona-
tionsto help keep the organi-
zation going. -

“The need is great We're
feeding some people who
were middle management,
people who worked for large
corporations,” he said. “It’'s -
verysad. ... Ourjobistokesp
them strong and healthy tn-
#l we can return them as
productive citizens. We want
everybody to become a tax-
payer”

For more information, call
954—682—2303 or visit wwwilo-

vethynaighborors.
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